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More people building, buying
houses with recording studios
to unleash their creative sides

By Zoe Alexander
Carreapondent

shaking, and the walls are pounding
Hunkered over a mixing console the length of 8 Mini-Cooper
are music producers Paul “DJ Paul” Beauregard and Jordan “Juicy 1™
Houston, also known as the Oscar-winning rap group Three & Mafin
Seemingly unaware ihat the heavy bass vibrations are giving every-
¢ a free foot massage, they're nodding to the beat and grinning
as they play a song from their upcoming album, “Last 2
due later this year
the Memphis duo isn't |u-IuJ up in.an indusimal recording
plex that’s charg h few stops past the temp-
purmet checse pl.lll‘r and prool’ dodr is the astound-
hallway of | follar, seven-bedroom,

S peakers as tall as NHBA players are thumping, the floors are

own, doubles as the set of Three &
n anl»hpuu {MTV, 10 pm
sted by Demi
e ‘.|u'lulld. .\:-h:ul I\u\..ln.l. is one of the show’s produc-

owl, 50 hiving a s at the house is real conve-

on says, |u:-uun1: back in a leather chair behind the con-

I hadd an wrgument with someone and couldn’
nto the studio and worked on a track. IT the studio
wasn't here, | might have just gone to bed mad, bat instead | was

prodhuctive.”

Beauregard, 30, and H
ic-muking the move fro
professional-sounding alb

ton, 32, are part of & growing trend in

outside recording facilities 1o home
um used 1o m

tng o few keystrokes on o
computer.

Hip-hop and rap music started out with two tumtables and a
microphone,” Beauregand says. “So, for the most part, we can fit
everything we need 1o pdeul:t o track right here.”

Hesides convenient, it's also economical. When the Mafia guys
aren't filming their reality show at the house, they let the anists
signed to their label Hypnotize Minds stay there

Full-service facility ... at budget prices

“This house is like a college dorm,” Beauregard explains. “You
can record, sleep over, get something fo cat in the kitchen. When
you need o break, you can go out 1o the pool or wander somewhere
in the house and write songs. For us, it's cheaper to have our anists

here than at a hotel. This way, we don't get those big room-ser-

vice bills.™

Whether it's Three 6 Mafia’s rap songs, the music scores of your
Favorite TV shows or the work of an unknown gamge band, more
and more music is emerging from recording setups built into spare
rooms, garages or programmed on laptops from kitchen counters
“The number of home-buyers r;qm‘an rvcmdml‘ studios as an

initely high:i than ever be says Christine

lizes in homes with recording
www homeswithstudios com,
et this specific need
s have chosed, and the recond-
¥ do it all a1 hom
listen to the finkshe J |I"||JJ.\. you can't el the differ-
v

Indeed, the nuts and bolts of studio engineering — the recording
console, special effects and instrumental sounds — are all bundled
imto software such as Pro Tools, intreduced by Digidesign in 1991,
and a newer program called Logie. They both simulate a multitrack
studio capable of recording, overdubbing, mixing, editing, even wmn-
ing up sub-par singing or placing a sound on the beat

“A lot of us who b the music industry for decades

musical training and if that is detrimer
an art form,” savs music prodocer Jeff Worrell, owner of Bur-
bank-based Worrell Musie Produc
Worrell, 52, has produced music for many classic scts. including
the "0 folk band America and Natalie Cale
: to the on that the

nodern musicians who have mastered usin,

¢ may not be as many virtuo-

Waorrell and his wife, Jane. run a full-sene commercisl studio in
their garage called Storics in the Wood. Thsay it cost abom
S50,000 to convert their garage and that it w worth every penny,

“Having our studio nestled in our garden;here we're sarrounded
by natural beauty and our dog can came inid lay at our feet .. it
all helps create & magical vibe fo und 1S imporiant because
recording hit songs is about creating ma; 5.

Another benefi
to sl your personil noeds, ¥

Three & Mafin have their own personal ehse and wing consalt-
ant, Bame Lynn Krich, aka “The Cheese Imresanio™ {www.cheese
impresario.com), whe comies to their homet! crestes gourmer
snpcks while they record

3 can have it appointed

The drawbacks
S0, are there any fimitatio
“If you want 1o record w

regfing studion?
afhave lots of live musi-

Jordan “Juicy J* Houston, left, and Paul "DJ Paul”® Beauregard of rap group Three 6 Mafia live in a home wr a state-of-the-art recording studio. The spread overlooks the San Fﬂ&n&%ﬁ@“m

cians at once, you still have 1o rent a studio,” explains Stewart
Levin, an E i wha post-prod
music for TV and film

Also, when a musician has o siudio ar bome, the family has to
adapt. “Ideally, you want to have your studio in a soundproof build-
ing on your property but ane that 1s structurally separste from your
house, fike a garage or a pool house, because otherwise it can be o

I-un;kn on your !’.:m\h

\::1I' for musicians v\hn record a1 home, Ihr studio has ulso
become what living rooms were for cemturies — a place 1o entertain
Buess,

“Une of the greatest luxuries i h l\mb A perTiane
space,” Worrell says. “I1’s here v
when we have fnends over so we can all get together and jam. It
definitely promotes Im:uill d it"s more entertaining than ga
ing around a TV set.

ealive

udmits Levin, Yoo can't have drums r)nunr!-
in your erew walking

ation strikes, and it's here

Jane and Jeff Worrell,
above, have converted
the garage of their
Burbank home into a
recording studio whare
he can produce an
antire album. At left,
guitars stand ready for
use. Below, the garage
studio has all the
necessary production
aquipment.

o My St sty sgher

DJ Pauwl, nghl and Julcy J, also p.-c‘ur\a-d (m lru_- cover,
enjoy the viéw from the balcony of their Bed-Alr
estate/moording studio combo.
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